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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia
in Moscow, Russia
July 6, 2009 

President Medvedev. Mr. President Barack,
distinguished members of the American dele-
gation, on this occasion, I would like to wel-
come you in the Kremlin. And it is our expec-
tation that during the deliberations we will
have today and tomorrow, we’ll have a full-
fledged discussion of the relations between
our two countries, closing some of the pages of
the past and opening some the pages of the fu-
ture.

So among those difficult questions our
countries are tackling together are those per-
taining to economy, security, and the strategic
offensive armaments. And it is my hope that it
will be possible for us to tackle successfully
this problem jointly and to—[inaudible].

So once again, I’d like to welcome you and
to wish you success.

President Obama. Thank you. Well, let me
just thank President Medvedev and his entire
delegation for their extraordinary hospitality.
We are confident that we can continue to
build off the excellent discussions that we had
in London, and that on a whole host of issues,
including security issues, economic issues, en-

ergy issues, environmental issues, that the
United States and Russia have more in com-
mon than they have differences, and that if we
work hard during these next few days, that we
can make extraordinary progress that will ben-
efit the people of both countries.

So we are very much looking forward to our
meetings, and again, I want to thank not only
you, Mr. President, but the people of Russia
for hosting us today. We’re very glad to be in
Moscow. 

President Medvedev. Even the weather fa-
vors such an intercourse between us, since it’s
going to be chilly outside, and it’s better to
work inside.

President Obama. We might as well be in-
side today. [Laughter] Although the last time I
was here in Moscow, it was 80 degrees. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. in the
Kremlin. President Medvedev spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Afghanistan
July 6, 2009

Expressing concern over the continuing
conflict in Afghanistan and noting the impor-
tance of stepping up the international commu-
nity’s efforts to help stabilize that country and
promote the democratic process and economic
growth there, we reaffirm our commitment to
the goals of the common fight against the
threats of terrorism, armed extremism, and il-
legal drug trafficking in Afghanistan. We shall
continue and develop our cooperation in the
interest of enhancing the capabilities of the
Government of Afghanistan to accomplish key
socioeconomic objectives, to raise living stan-
dards, and to ensure the security of its people.

We reaffirm our strong determination and
capacity for expanding cooperation within the
framework of the Russian-U.S. Counter-Ter-
rorism Working Group and intend to make ef-
fective use of this mechanism to coordinate
practical joint work in all aspects related to sta-
bilization efforts in Afghanistan.

We are prepared to increase the assistance
provided to the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan in strengthening and
developing the capabilities of the Afghan Na-
tional Army and police, and in training coun-
ternarcotics personnel. In this regard, we are
intent on further implementation of the coun-
ternarcotics project under the auspices of the
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Russia-NATO Council, using the International
Interagency Center in Domodedovo, and on
taking part in carrying out the Afghanistan-re-
lated projects of the OSCE pursuant to Deci-
sion No. 4/07 adopted in Madrid by the foreign
ministers of that organization’s participating
states. In implementing UN Security Council
Resolution No. 1386 and other resolutions that
supplement it, we intend to make active use of
the transit route through the territory of the
Russian Federation for deliveries of property
and equipment for the needs of the internation-
al forces operating in Afghanistan and strongly
welcome and support the participation of other
nations in stabilizing Afghanistan.

We consider it important to step up the fight
against drug trafficking both within and outside
of Afghanistan, including through the develop-
ment of alternative livelihoods for farmers and
interdiction of narcotics traffickers, and includ-
ing prevention of shipments of precursors to
that country pursuant to UNSC Resolution No.
1817.

To strengthen the capabilities of the Govern-
ment of Afghanistan in the fight against drug
trafficking, corruption, and other types of crime
and threats, including those that are cross-
boundary, we consider it important to encour-
age and support that country’s efforts to imple-
ment the UN Convention against Corruption
and the UN Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime.

To further support our countries’ shared
counterterrorism, anticrime and counternarcot-
ics objectives in Afghanistan, the United States
and the Russian Federation have decided to de-
velop a bilateral initiative to increase signifi-
cantly the use of financial intelligence and law
enforcement tools to stop the illicit financial
flows related to heroin trafficking in Afghani-
stan, including that by the Taliban and orga-
nized crime. The initiative will include an oper-
ational component to target the trafficking and
the illicit networks that support it.

We express our willingness to explore issues
related to Russian-U.S. interaction and cooper-
ation in restoring the transportation, energy,
and industrial infrastructure of Afghanistan.

We believe it important to ensure the neces-
sary security conditions for holding nationwide

presidential and provincial elections in Afghani-
stan that would be credible and transparent to
the people and that should become an impor-
tant stage in the development of that country as
a self-sufficient democratic state and demon-
strate the viability of its political system. In this
regard, we welcome the increased international
support for the Afghan elections and call for ad-
ditional assistance to Afghanistan after the elec-
tions.

We are in favor of strengthening regional ap-
proaches to issues related to the stabilization
and reconstruction of Afghanistan, with the UN
playing a major coordinating role. In this re-
gard, both countries will closely cooperate with-
in the UN Security Council, the UN General
Assembly and “Paris Pact” process. We note the
particular importance of the Special Confer-
ence on Afghanistan held on March 27, 2009,
under the auspices of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization in Moscow, and the Hague Inter-
national Conference on Afghanistan on March
31, 2009, as well as the meeting of the G–8 for-
eign ministers in Trieste in regard to Afghani-
stan. 

We think it essential to intensify and
strengthen interaction between Afghanistan
and Pakistan in repelling the common threats of
terrorism, extremism, and drug trafficking. We
are prepared to help increase the effectiveness
of such interaction, including through organiz-
ing Afghani-Pakistani summit meetings under
our auspices, as happened in Ekaterinburg and
Washington. We are committed to implement-
ing the sanctions imposed by UNSC Resolution
No. 1267 (Al Qaida/Taliban) and to bolstering
the existing sanctions regime in order to isolate
those who pose a threat to international peace
and security.

We support the conditions set by the Gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
for reintegration efforts. These include recogni-
tion of the Constitution of Afghanistan, disar-
mament, and breaking any terrorist ties with Al-
Qaida and other organizations connected with
it.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.
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Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Missile Defense Issues
July 6, 2009

In accordance with the understanding
reached at the meeting in London on April 1,
2009, Russia and the United States plan to
continue the discussion concerning the estab-
lishment of cooperation in responding to the
challenge of ballistic missile proliferation. Our
countries are intensifying their search for opti-
mum ways of strengthening strategic relations
on the basis of mutual respect and interests. 

We have instructed our experts to work to-
gether to analyze the ballistic missile challeng-
es of the 21st century and to prepare appropri-
ate recommendations, giving priority to the
use of political and diplomatic methods. At the
same time they plan to conduct a joint review
of the entire spectrum of means at our dispos-
al that allow us to cooperate on monitoring the
development of missile programs around the

world. Our experts are intensifying dialogue
on establishing the Joint Data Exchange Cen-
ter, which is to become the basis for a multilat-
eral missile-launch notification regime. 

The Russian Federation and the United
States of America reaffirm their willingness to
engage in equitable and mutually beneficial
cooperation with all interested countries that
share their assessments of the danger of global
proliferation of ballistic missiles. We call upon
all countries having a missile potential to re-
frain from steps that could lead to missile pro-
liferation and undermine regional and global
stability.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Nuclear Cooperation
July 6, 2009

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation confirm their commitment to
strengthening their cooperation to prevent the
proliferation of nuclear weapons and stop acts
of nuclear terrorism. We bear special responsi-
bility for security of nuclear weapons. While
we reconfirm that security at nuclear facilities
in the United States and Russia meets current
requirements, we stress that nuclear security
requirements need continuous upgrading. We
will continue cooperating on effective export
controls that make it possible to prevent nu-
clear materials, equipment and technologies
from falling into the hands of actors unauthor-
ized by the state as well as prevent their use in
any manner contrary to obligations under the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Building upon previous joint efforts, experi-
ence and achievements, and in order to fulfill
our agreements reached in London on April 1,
2009, we declare an intent to broaden and
deepen long-term cooperation to further in-

crease the level of security of nuclear facilities
around the world, including through minimi-
zation of the use of highly-enriched uranium
in civilian applications and through consolida-
tion and conversion of nuclear materials. We
also reaffirm our commitment to dispose of ex-
isting stockpiles of weapon-grade materials
that are surplus to defense needs consistent
with our obligations under Article VI of the
NPT. 

Both sides remain committed to executing
the Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning
the Management and Disposition of Plutoni-
um Designated as No Longer Required for
Defense Purposes and Related Cooperation to
dispose of 34 metric tons each of weapons-
grade plutonium in the United States and Rus-
sia. The parties recognize that successful im-
plementation of their respective programs will
be subject to future appropriation of funds.
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